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Abstract 

Microfinance is changing the game for women in rural India, especially in 

places where banks barely reach. In Indapur taluka, Pune district, Maharashtra, women 

have started building social enterprises with the help of microfinance, turning themselves 

into engines of rural growth. This study digs into that—how microfinance and women’s 

entrepreneurship come together, and how small loans, cooperative groups, and self-help 

groups (SHGs) give women the push they need to launch businesses that help their 

families and their communities. 

You see it everywhere: cooperative credit societies, microfinance institutions, 

and government programs are all working to bring more people into the financial system. 

Women in Indapur are grabbing these opportunities to set up businesses in agriculture, 

dairy, handicrafts, and small services. And these aren’t just about making money—these 

ventures also tackle bigger issues like education, health, and the environment.The data 

makes it clear. More women are stepping into economic roles, making bigger decisions at 

home, and driving real changes in their communities. The study lays out the numbers—

adoption rates, business types, and the kind of impact these efforts are having.But it’s not 

all smooth sailing. Women still face roadblocks like low financial literacy, weak 

infrastructure, and a heavy reliance on informal support systems. The takeaway? 

Microfinance has already made a big difference, but there’s room to do more. Making 

microfinance easier to access, bringing in digital tools, and spreading the word with 

awareness programs can help women’s social enterprises do even more for sustainable 

rural development in Indapur taluka. 

Keywords-Indapur taluka, Pune district,Microfinance, Women entrepreneurship, Social 

enterprises, Cooperative societies, Rural development 

Introduction 

a) Pune District Context 

Pune district sits in western Maharashtra, and it’s got a unique vibe—a mix of busy city 

life and tough rural spirit. Pune city grabs most of the attention as an education and 

industry hotspot. But out in the rural talukas like Indapur, Baramati, Daund, and Shirur, 

life looks different. Here, farming, dairy, and the old-school cooperative movement still 

shape the day-to-day. Indapur taluka, right by the Bhima River, really lives and breathes 

agriculture. Sugarcane, jowar, and a bunch of fruit and veggies drive the local economy. 

b) Cooperative Credit Societies in Rural Pune 

These cooperative credit societies have been a lifeline in rural areas for ages. In places 

like Indapur, they offer loans that regular banks just don’t—helping out farmers, artisans, 

and small business owners who often get left out otherwise. The point is simple: people 

helping people, everyone pulling each other up. Even folks who usually get pushed to the 

edges—women included—can get credit here. Women especially benefit from these 

setups, joining self-help groups and tapping into microfinance programs to get their ideas 

off the ground. 

c) Microfinance and Women’s Social Enterprises 

Microfinance isn’t just a buzzword—it’s a real game-changer for people who can’t walk 

into a bank and get a loan. In Indapur, women have used microfinance to launch 

businesses with a twist: they’re out to make money, sure, but they’re also solving social 

problems. You see it in women-led dairy cooperatives, tailoring groups that hire local 

women, and food processing units making the most of what the farms grow. These 

businesses do more than bring in cash. They help communities eat better, send kids to 

school, and keep an eye on the environment too. And here’s the thing—women running 

these enterprises usually pour the profits right back into their families and neighborhoods, 

whether it’s for schooling, health, or projects that lift everyone up. 
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Objectives of the Study 

1. Look at how microfinance boosts women’s social 

enterprises in Indapur taluka. 

2. See what kind of difference women-led businesses 

are making in rural development. 

3. Pinpoint the hurdles women face when trying to get 

and use microfinance. 

4. Offer some ideas on how to make microfinance and 

women’s entrepreneurship even stronger. 

Scope of the Study 

This study sticks to women’s social enterprises in 

Indapur taluka—specifically the ones getting help 

from microfinance institutions, cooperative credit 

societies, and self-help groups. We’re talking about 

businesses in farming, dairy, handicrafts, and services. 

The focus stays on rural Indapur, leaving out the city 

side of Pune and the big industries. 

 

 

Methodology 

• Data Collection: Primary data collection will be 

done through interviews with members of SHGs 

and managers of cooperative societies. Secondary 

data will be obtained from government 

publications and research papers. 

• Sample: 12 women’s social enterprises in 

Indapur taluka. 

• Analysis: Descriptive data analysis using tables 

and charts to emphasize adoption rates, enterprise 

types, and socio-economic impacts. 

 

Limitations 

• Small sample size because of time limitations. 

• Reliance on self-reported data from SHGs and 

societies. 

• There is no uniformity in the delivery of 

microfinance services. 

Descriptive Data Analysis 

Table 1: Types of Women’s Social Enterprises in Indapur Taluka 

Type of Enteprise Number of Enterprises Average Loan Size (₹) Employment Generated 

Dairy Cooperatives 4 50,000 40 

Tailoring Units 3 30,000 25 

Food Processing 2 40,000 18 

Handicrafts 2 25,000 15 

Service Enterprises 1 35,000 10 

 

Chart 1: Distribution of Enterprises by Sector 

Type of Enterprise 
% Distribution of Enterprises 

by Sector 

Dairy business 33 

Tailoring business 25 

Food Processing industry 17 

Handicrafts 17 

Service enterprises 8 

 

 
Figure 1 
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Table 2: Social Economic Impact of Women’s Enterprises 

Type Before Microfinance After Microfinance % Changes 

Household Income (₹/month) 6,000 12,000 +100% 

School Enrollment (%) 65 85 +20% 

Women’s Decision-Making (%) 40 75 +35% 

Savings Rate (%) 20 45 +25% 

 

Chart 2: Household Income Growth 

 

 
 

 
Bar chart illustrating the doubling of average household income after the adoption of microfinance. 

Results 

1. Microfinance has resulted in doubling the 

household income, which has enabled women to 

contribute towards the welfare of the family. 

2. The social enterprises run by women create job 

opportunities, especially for other women. 

3. There has been an improvement in school 

enrollment and savings rates, which is an 

indication of overall socio-economic benefits 

4. The power of decision-making for women has 

increased, which is an indication of 

empowerment beyond monetary benefits. 

5. Challenges: The challenges that exist in the 

sector include a lack of financial literacy, 

infrastructural challenges, and reliance 

Conclusion 

Microfinance and women social enterprises 

are great drivers for rural development in Indapur 

taluka. Microfinance has helped women gain access to 
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credit and start enterprises, which has increased 

household income, education, savings, and overall 

well-being. The cooperative societies and SHGs are 

very important for this continued success. 

However, issues like financial literacy, infrastructural 

deficiencies, and inequitable access to microfinance 

still exist. Improving digital infrastructure, scaling up 

awareness campaigns, and ensuring government 

assistance can also add to the effectiveness of 

women’s social enterprises. This research paper 

concludes that the empowerment of women through 

microfinance is not only an economic approach but 

also a social change that leads to the sustainable 

development of rural areas in Indapur taluka. 
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