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Abstract

Microfinance is changing the game for women in rural India, especially in
places where banks barely reach. In Indapur taluka, Pune district, Maharashtra, women
have started building social enterprises with the help of microfinance, turning themselves
into engines of rural growth. This study digs into that—how microfinance and women’s
entrepreneurship come together, and how small loans, cooperative groups, and self-help
groups (SHGs) give women the push they need to launch businesses that help their
families and their communities.

You see it everywhere: cooperative credit societies, microfinance institutions,
and government programs are all working to bring more people into the financial system.
Women in Indapur are grabbing these opportunities to set up businesses in agriculture,
dairy, handicrafts, and small services. And these aren’t just about making money—these
ventures also tackle bigger issues like education, health, and the environment.The data
makes it clear. More women are stepping into economic roles, making bigger decisions at
home, and driving real changes in their communities. The study lays out the numbers—
adoption rates, business types, and the kind of impact these efforts are having.But it’s not
all smooth sailing. Women still face roadblocks like low financial literacy, weak
infrastructure, and a heavy reliance on informal support systems. The takeaway?
Microfinance has already made a big difference, but there’s room to do more. Making
microfinance easier to access, bringing in digital tools, and spreading the word with
awareness programs can help women’s social enterprises do even more for sustainable
rural development in Indapur taluka.

Keywords-Indapur taluka, Pune district, Microfinance, Women entrepreneurship, Social
enterprises, Cooperative societies, Rural development

OO0

Creative Commons (CC BY-
NC-SA 4.0):

This is an open access journal,
and articles are distributed under
the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International Public License,
which allows others to remix,
tweak, and build upon the work
noncommercially, as long as
appropriate credit is given and the
new creations ae licensed under
the identical terms.

Introduction

a) Pune District Context

Pune district sits in western Maharashtra, and it’s got a unique vibe—a mix of busy city
life and tough rural spirit. Pune city grabs most of the attention as an education and
industry hotspot. But out in the rural talukas like Indapur, Baramati, Daund, and Shirur,
life looks different. Here, farming, dairy, and the old-school cooperative movement still
shape the day-to-day. Indapur taluka, right by the Bhima River, really lives and breathes
agriculture. Sugarcane, jowar, and a bunch of fruit and veggies drive the local economy.
b) Cooperative Credit Societies in Rural Pune

These cooperative credit societies have been a lifeline in rural areas for ages. In places
like Indapur, they offer loans that regular banks just don’t—helping out farmers, artisans,
and small business owners who often get left out otherwise. The point is simple: people
helping people, everyone pulling each other up. Even folks who usually get pushed to the
edges—women included—can get credit here. Women especially benefit from these
setups, joining self-help groups and tapping into microfinance programs to get their ideas
off the ground.

¢) Microfinance and Women’s Social Enterprises

Microfinance isn’t just a buzzword—it’s a real game-changer for people who can’t walk
into a bank and get a loan. In Indapur, women have used microfinance to launch
businesses with a twist: they’re out to make money, sure, but they’re also solving social
problems. You see it in women-led dairy cooperatives, tailoring groups that hire local
women, and food processing units making the most of what the farms grow. These
businesses do more than bring in cash. They help communities eat better, send kids to
school, and keep an eye on the environment too. And here’s the thing—women running
these enterprises usually pour the profits right back into their families and neighborhoods,
whether it’s for schooling, health, or projects that lift everyone up.
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Objectives of the Study

1. Look at how microfinance boosts women’s social
enterprises in Indapur taluka.

2. See what kind of difference women-led businesses
are making in rural development.

3. Pinpoint the hurdles women face when trying to get
and use microfinance.

4. Offer some ideas on how to make microfinance and
women’s entrepreneurship even stronger.

Scope of the Study

This study sticks to women’s social enterprises in
Indapur taluka—specifically the ones getting help
from microfinance institutions, cooperative credit
societies, and self-help groups. We’re talking about
businesses in farming, dairy, handicrafts, and services.
The focus stays on rural Indapur, leaving out the city
side of Pune and the big industries.

Descriptive Data Analysis

Methodology

Data Collection: Primary data collection will be
done through interviews with members of SHGs
and managers of cooperative societies. Secondary
data will be obtained from government
publications and research papers.
Sample: 12 women’s social
Indapur taluka.

Analysis: Descriptive data analysis using tables
and charts to emphasize adoption rates, enterprise
types, and socio-economic impacts.

enterprises in

Limitations

Small sample size because of time limitations.
Reliance on self-reported data from SHGs and
societies.

There is no uniformity in the delivery of
microfinance services.

Table 1: Types of Women’s Social Enterprises in Indapur Taluka

Type of Enteprise | Number of Enterprises | Average Loan Size () | Employment Generated
Dairy Cooperatives 4 50,000 40
Tailoring Units 3 30,000 25
Food Processing 2 40,000 18
Handicrafts 2 25,000 15
Service Enterprises 1 35,000 10

Chart 1: Distribution of Enterprises by Sector
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Figure 1
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Table 2: Social Economic Impact of Women’s Enterprises

Type Before Microfinance | After Microfinance | % Changes
Household Income (Z/month) 6,000 12,000 +100%
School Enrollment (%) 65 85 +20%
Women’s Decision-Making (%) 40 75 +35%
Savings Rate (%) 20 45 +25%

Chart 2: Household Income Growth
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Bar chart illustrating the doubling of average household income after the adoption of microfinance.

Results

1. Microfinance has resulted in doubling the
household income, which has enabled women to
contribute towards the welfare of the family.

2. The social enterprises run by women create job
opportunities, especially for other women.

3. There has been an improvement in school
enrollment and savings rates, which is an
indication of overall socio-economic benefits
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4. The power of decision-making for women has
increased, which is an indication of
empowerment beyond monetary benefits.

5. Challenges: The challenges that exist in the
sector include a lack of financial literacy,
infrastructural challenges, and reliance

Conclusion

Microfinance and women social enterprises
are great drivers for rural development in Indapur
taluka. Microfinance has helped women gain access to
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credit and start enterprises, which has increased
household income, education, savings, and overall
well-being. The cooperative societies and SHGs are
very important for this continued success.

However, issues like financial literacy, infrastructural
deficiencies, and inequitable access to microfinance
still exist. Improving digital infrastructure, scaling up
awareness campaigns, and ensuring government
assistance can also add to the effectiveness of
women’s social enterprises. This research paper
concludes that the empowerment of women through
microfinance is not only an economic approach but
also a social change that leads to the sustainable
development of rural areas in Indapur taluka.

Acknowledgment

I express my sincere gratitude to all those who
supported and guided me in the completion of this
research paper titled “Microfinance and Women's
Social Enterprises: Catalysts for Rural Development
in Indapur Taluka”

I am especially thankful to the management and
colleagues of Smt. Ratnaprabhadevi Patil College,
Bawada, Tal-Indapur, Dist-Pune, for providing the
necessary academic environment and encouragement
to undertake this study. Their institutional support
played an important role in the successful completion
of this research work.

My heartfelt appreciation goes to the members of
Self-Help Groups (SHGs), cooperative credit
societies, and women entrepreneurs from Indapur
taluka who generously shared their experiences,
insights, and valuable time during data collection.
Without their cooperation, this study would not have
been possible.

I also acknowledge the contributions of various
researchers, government publications, NABARD
reports, and Reserve Bank of India documents that
provided important secondary data and theoretical
support for this study.

Financial support and sponsorship

Nil.

Conlflicts of interest

The authors declare that there are no conflicts of
interest regarding the publication of this paper.

References

1. Deshmukh, V. (2023), Case Studies on Indapur
Taluka SHGs.

2. Government of Maharashtra (2023), Pune
District Statistical Handbook.

3. Gupta, R. (2020), Microfinance and Poverty
Alleviation.

4. ICICI Foundation,
Entrepreneurship Programs.

5. Joshi, M. (2022), Financial Literacy in Rural
Maharashtra.

6. Kulkarni, P. (2022), Social Enterprises in Rural
Mabharashtra.

(2021),  Women

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

NABARD. (2022), Self-Help Groups and Rural
Development.
OECD. (2020),
Development.
Patil, S. (2022), Women’s Co-operatives in
Maharashtra.

Reserve Bank of India, (2023), Micro-finance in
India: Trends and Challenges.

Sharma, A. (2021), Micro finance and Women
Empowerment. Journal of Rural Studies.

Singh, R. (2021), Green and Social Enterprises
in India.

World Bank. (2021,
Development.
Yunus, M. (2020) Banker to the Poor: Micro
finance and Social Business.

Social Entrepreneurship and

Financial Inclusion and

The International Journal of Commerce Management and Business Law in International Research (TIJCMBLIR) | Volume-3 121

Issue-1| february-2026 | Website: https://ewbr.us


https://ewbr.us/

