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Abstract

Agriculture is essential to the Indian economy, providing jobs to nearly half of
the workforce and ensuring national food security. The Government of India recognizes
its significance and has introduced several agricultural policy reforms to improve
productivity, stabilize farmer income, and enhance farmer welfare. These reforms include
input subsidies, expanded irrigation, institutional credit, crop insurance, market
liberalization, and income support programs. While these initiatives have led to better
agricultural performance and financial inclusion, benefits have not been shared equally
among farmers. Challenges such as climate variability, rising input costs, regional
imbalances, and limited awareness contribute to this uneven distribution. This paper
looks at key agricultural policy reforms in India and evaluates their effects on farmer
welfare. It highlights the need for inclusive, sustainable, and long-term policies to ensure
fair growth and improved livelihoods for farming communities.
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Introduction

Agriculture has always been the backbone of the Indian economy. It continues
to be vital for generating jobs, securing livelihoods, and producing food. Even as the
industrial and service sectors grow quickly, agriculture remains the main income source
for many in rural areas. Therefore, farmers' welfare is directly connected to national
economic growth, poverty reduction, and social stability. Over time, the Government of
India has rolled out several agricultural reforms to enhance productivity, raise farmer
incomes, and ensure sustainability. These reforms focus not just on boosting output but
also on securing income, managing risks, advancing technology, and integrating markets.
Amid globalization and liberalization, agricultural reforms have become increasingly
important to make Indian agriculture competitive and resilient. This paper examines these
reforms and assesses their impact on farmer welfare in India.

Objectives of the Study

The main goals of the study are:

e  To study the major agricultural policy reforms implemented in India.

e To examine the impact of these reforms on farmer welfare.

e To analyze the challenges faced by farmers despite these policy changes.
e To suggest ways to improve the effectiveness of agricultural reforms.

Research Methodology

This study is descriptive and conceptual. It relies on secondary data gathered
from government reports, policy documents, research articles, books, and official
publications related to agriculture and rural development. The study evaluates existing
agricultural policies and their effects on farmer welfare. No primary data was used since
the focus is on evaluating policies and developing a conceptual understanding suitable for
seminar-level research.

Discussion and Analysis

Agricultural policy reforms in India gained momentum particularly after
economic liberalization in 1991. A major focus has been on building agricultural
infrastructure by developing irrigation, rural roads, storage facilities, and providing
subsidized inputs like fertilizers and seeds. Access to institutional credit through banks
and cooperatives has also expanded to reduce farmers' reliance on informal
moneylenders. In recent years, the policy approach has shifted from mainly production
support to income-focused welfare measures. Programs like Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN), Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), Soil Health
Card Scheme, Agricultural Infrastructure Fund, and the promotion of micro-irrigation and
organic farming aim to stabilize incomes and lower risks. These initiatives reflect a
comprehensive approach to farmer welfare.
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Market reforms have been another
significant aspect of agricultural policy. The
introduction of the National Agriculture Market (e-
NAM), support for contract farming, and the
promotion of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)
aim to improve market access, price transparency, and
farmers' bargaining power. These reforms aim to cut
down the role of intermediaries and ensure better
prices for agricultural products. However, challenges
still remain. Small and marginal farmers, who make
up the majority, continue to struggle with limited land,
inadequate irrigation, a lack of storage, and poor
access to modern technology. Climate change has
increased uncertainty due to unpredictable rainfall,
droughts, and floods. Rising input costs and regional
differences in development also limit the effectiveness
of policy reforms on farmer welfare.

Findings

The study reveals these key findings:

1. Agricultural reforms have improved
infrastructure, credit access, and the adoption of
technology.

2. Income support and insurance programs have
strengthened financial security for farmers.

3. Market reforms have increased transparency and
reduced exploitation by intermediaries.

4. The benefits of reforms are unevenly distributed
due to regional and structural differences.

5. Small and marginal farmers remain more
vulnerable despite policy support.

Suggestions

Based on the analysis, the following suggestions are

made:

1. Strengthen rural infrastructure such as irrigation,
storage, and cold-chain facilities.

2. Increase awareness and access to government
schemes for small farmers.

3. Promote Farmer Producer Organizations and
collective farming models.

4. Encourage climate-resilient and sustainable
farming practices.

5. Improve implementation and monitoring of
agricultural policies at the grassroots level.

Conclusions

Agricultural policy reforms have
significantly reshaped Indian agriculture and
improved farmers' welfare. While these reforms have
established a solid foundation for development, their
full potential has not been realized due to structural
issues and uneven execution. To ensure sustainable
farmer welfare, future policy measures must prioritize
inclusiveness, climate resilience, market access, and
income stability. An integrated approach that
combines economic, social, and environmental factors
is essential to make agriculture a profitable and
dignified occupation in India.
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