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Abstract 

Banjara women are the custodians of a rich cultural tradition expressed 

through their vibrant and intricate handicrafts. Their artistry, encompassing Lambadi 
embroidery, beadwork, patchwork, and jewellery making, not only holds aesthetic and 

symbolic value but also acts as a significant source of livelihood for many families in 
rural India. These crafts are often passed down through generations, serving as both a 

repository of indigenous knowledge and a tool for social and economic empowerment. 
The women’s engagement in handicrafts has contributed to their financial independence, 

elevated their status within families and communities, and encouraged grassroots-level 
entrepreneurship. 

However, despite their contributions, Banjara women face a multitude of 
challenges. Limited access to urban and international markets, lack of formal training, 

financial constraints, and competition from machine-made goods threaten the viability of 
their craft. Additionally, changing aspirations among the youth and migration to urban 

areas contribute to the decline of traditional artisan practices. 
To address these issues, several government schemes like the National 

Handicrafts Development Program (NHDP), Skill India, and Make in India initiatives 
have been launched, alongside NGO interventions and the rise of digital marketplaces 

such as Amazon Karigar and Flipkart Samarth. These platforms help connect artisans 
with broader consumer bases and offer avenues for fair trade and direct sales. 

This paper explores the historical and contemporary significance of Banjara 
women in handicrafts, examines socio-economic impacts, outlines existing challenges, 

and proposes strategic interventions for sustainability. Promoting cultural tourism, 
providing training in digital marketing and product innovation, and integrating 

traditional knowledge with modern entrepreneurship can revitalize this sector. Thus, 
empowering Banjara women through handicrafts is not just about preserving heritage—it 

is a pathway to inclusive rural development and gender equity. 

Keywords: Significant Role, Banjara, Handicrafts, entrepreneurship, community, 

Jewellery 

Introduction 

The Banjara community, historically known for its nomadic lifestyle, has a rich 
cultural heritage reflected in its traditional handicrafts. The women of this community 

have played a pivotal role in preserving and passing down their artisanal skills through 
generations. Handicrafts such as Lambadi embroidery, beadwork, mirror work, and textile 

art are not just artistic expressions but also a source of livelihood. These crafts hold 
immense cultural value, often depicting symbols, motifs, and colours that narrate stories 

of their traditions. 
                 However, in the modern era, these traditional crafts face several challenges, 

including limited access to markets, competition from mass-produced goods, and 
declining interest among younger generations. This review aims to explore the 

significance of Banjara women in handicrafts, the economic and social impact of their 
craft, the challenges they face, and the strategies needed for the sustainable development 

of their traditional art forms. 

Traditional Handicrafts of Banjara Women 

Banjara Embroidery and Textile Work 

Banjara embroidery, also known as Lambadi embroidery, is characterized by 

intricate stitch work, vibrant colours, mirror embellishments, and geometric patterns. The 
embroidery is traditionally done on textiles such as sarees, dupattas, bags, and decorative 

items. Each piece is unique, with distinct motifs representing the rich heritage of the 
community (Times of India, 2024). 
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Beadwork and Jewellery 

Beadwork is another prominent craft 

practiced by Banjara women. They create handmade 
Jewellery using beads, shells, coins, and metallic 

ornaments, which are often worn during cultural 
festivals and traditional ceremonies. These accessories 

symbolize their ethnic identity and are now being sold 
in mainstream urban markets (Indian Startup News, 

2023). 
Patchwork and Weaving 

Patchwork and weaving are integral parts of 
Banjara handicrafts, where colourful fabric scraps are 

stitched together to create quilts, cushion covers, and 
decorative wall hangings. Weaving baskets and mats 

using natural fibres is also a traditional craft that 
continues to sustain many Banjara families (Rural 

Handmade, 2023). 

Economic Contribution of Banjara Women in 

Handicrafts 

Livelihood and Financial Independence 

Handicrafts provide a significant source of 
income for Banjara women, especially in rural areas 

where employment opportunities are scarce. By 
engaging in these crafts, women attain financial 

independence, reducing their dependence on male 
earnings. Self-help groups (SHGs) and cooperatives 

play a crucial role in organizing these artisans, 
providing them with access to fair trade markets 

(Banjara trail, 2023). 

Women Empowerment through Handicrafts 

Participation in handicrafts has empowered 

Banjara women in multiple ways: 
Economic empowerment – Increased earnings through 

local and global markets. 
Social recognition – Gaining respect within their 

families and communities. 
Entrepreneurship – Some women have successfully 

established their own businesses and brand identities 
in the handicraft industry. 

For example, Banjara Kasuri, a social enterprise, has 
partnered with Amazon Kreiger to sell Lambadi 

embroidery products online, providing thousands of 
Banjara women with sustainable income sources 

(Indian Startup News, 2023). 

Challenges Faced by Banjara Women in 

Handicrafts 

1. Limited Market Access 

Most Banjara artisans rely on middlemen, who 
often exploit them by offering low prices for their 

work. Limited access to urban and international 
markets restricts their ability to earn fair wages 

(Banjara trail, 2023). 
2. Competition from Machine-Made Products 

The growth of machine-made textiles and 
artificial jewellery has significantly reduced the 

demand for handmade Banjara crafts. Cheaper 
alternatives in commercial markets pose a major 

threat to traditional artisans (Times of India, 

2024). 
3. Declining Interest Among Younger 

Generations 

Due to modernization and the availability of 
alternative career opportunities, many younger 

Banjara women are opting for jobs in urban areas 
rather than continuing the traditional crafts. This 

shift threatens the continuity of these art forms 
(Namibian Studies, 2023). 

4. Financial and Technological Constraints 

Most artisans lack access to microfinance 

schemes, skill enhancement programs, and 
modern tools that could improve productivity. 

There is a need for government and private sector 
intervention to provide financial support and 

training programs (New Indian Express, 2023). 

Initiatives Supporting Banjara Women Artisans 

Government Schemes and Policies 

National Handicrafts Development Program (NHDP) 

– Provides training, financial aid, and marketing 
assistance. 

Skill India and make in India Initiatives – Offer skill 
enhancement and entrepreneurship opportunities. 

E-Commerce and Digital Marketplaces 

Amazon Kreiger and Flipkart Samarth – These 

platforms help traditional artisans connect directly 
with customers, eliminating middlemen. 

NGO Support – Organizations like Craftizen 
Foundation conduct skill development workshops and 

marketing programs. 

Strategies for Sustainable Development of Banjara 

Handicrafts 

Strengthening Market Linkages 

Establishing dedicated e-commerce platforms for 

Banjara crafts. 
Encouraging social media marketing to promote their 

products globally. 
Providing Financial Assistance 

Microloans and grants for women artisans to start 
their own businesses. 

Government subsidies to encourage traditional 
handcraft businesses. 

Training and Skill Development 

Modernizing traditional designs while preserving their 

authenticity. 
Conducting workshops to train younger generations in 

handicrafts. 
Promoting Cultural Tourism 

Establishing craft villages and heritage tourism 
centres to attract tourists. 

Organizing national and international exhibitions to 
showcase their work. 

Conclusion 

Banjara women have played a vital role in 

sustaining their community’s rich handicraft 
traditions. Despite challenges such as market access, 

financial constraints, and declining interest among 
younger generations, there are numerous opportunities 

for promoting and preserving these crafts. 
Government support, NGO interventions, e-commerce 

platforms, and digital marketing can all play a crucial 

role in ensuring the survival of these traditional art 
forms. By integrating modern business strategies with 

traditional craftsmanship, Banjara women can achieve 
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economic stability while preserving their cultural 
identity. 
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